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INTEGRATED U.S. HISTORY, GRADE 8

Eighth-grade students continue their study of U.S. history from the development of the Constitution
through Reconstruction. Geographic, civics/government, and economics content is integrated within the
historical context under study. Students should understand the relevancy and connections of this
history to their lives. Students will use significant content knowledge, research skills, and inquiry
practices to analyze issues and communicate conclusions.

INTEGRATED U.S. HISTORY, ORGANIZED BY ERA (USHG)
Foundational Issues in USHG Eras 1-3 (Review of Grade 5 Social Studies)

F1 Political and Intellectual Transformations

USHG ERA 3 - REVOLUTION AND THE NEW NATION (1754-1800s)
3.3 Creating New Government(s) and a New Constitution (introduced in Grade 5; begins Grade 8
expectations)

USHG ERA 4 - EXPANSION AND REFORM (1792-1861)
4.1 Challenges to an Emerging Nation

4.2 Regional and Economic Growth

4.3 Reform Movements

USHG ERA 5 - CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION (1850-1877)
5.1 The Coming of Civil War

5.2 Civil War

5.3 Reconstruction

USHG ERA 6 — THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN INDUSTRIAL, URBAN, AND GLOBAL UNITED STATES
(1870-1898)

6.1 America in the last half of the 19th Century (Introduced in Grade 8; begins high school USHG)
6.2 Policy Issues in USHG Eras 3-6 (P2)

Note: U.S. historians, history books, history standards, and the peoples themselves have used, at one time or another, “Native
American” and “American Indian,” while Canadian history uses “First Peoples” to refer to inhabitants of North America prior to
European exploration, conquest, and settlement. While we are using “Indigenous Peoples” throughout the content expecta-
tions, students should be familiar with the different names and specific tribal identities as they will likely encounter variations
over the course of their studies.

Sample Integrated U.S. History and Geography Compelling and Supporting Question

8th How does | 1) What kinds of growth does a new nation experience?
ErOWth 2) How did the federal government protect slaveholders and slave states during
Cﬂ:ggﬁ?a expansion efforts in the 19th century?

3) How did westward expansion change the geographic, social, political, economic,
and cultural landscape of the United States?

Standards Connection: 8 - U4.2.1, 8 - U4.2.2, 8 - U4.2.3,8 - U4.2.4
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C INTEGRATED U.S. HISTORY: GRADE EIGHT )

FOUNDATIONS IN U.S. HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY ERAS 1-2

These foundational expectations are included to help students draw upon their previous
study of American history and connect 8th Grade U.S. History with the history studied in
5th grade.

To set the stage for the study of U.S. history that begins with the development of the
U.S. Constitution, students should be able to draw upon an understanding of these
philosophies and intellectual foundations.

F1 Political and Intellectual Transformations

F1.1 Describe the ideas, experiences, and interactions that influenced the
colonists’ decisions to declare independence by analyzing:

e colonial ideas about government.
e experiences with self-government.

Examples may include but are not limited to: limited government,
republicanism, protecting individual rights and promoting the common good,
representative government, natural rights, House of Burgesses and town meetings,
changing interactions with the royal government of Great Britain after the French
and Indian War.

F1.2 Using the Declaration of Independence, including the grievances at the end
of the document, describe the role this document played in expressing:

e colonists’ views of government.
e their reasons for separating from Great Britain.

F1.3 Describe the consequences of the American Revolution by analyzing and
evaluating the relative influences of:

e establishment of an independent republican government.
e creation of the Articles of Confederation.
e changing views on freedom and equality.

e concerns over the distribution of power within government, between government
and the governed, and among people.
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U3 USHG ERA 3 - REVOLUTION AND THE NEW NATION

Individually and collaboratively, students will engage in planned inquiries to analyze the
institutions and practices of government created during the Revolution and how they
were revised between 1787 and 1815 to create the foundation of the American political
system.

U3.3 Creating New Government(s) and a New Constitution

Explain the challenges faced by the new nation and analyze the development of the
Constitution as a new plan for governing (Foundations for Civics HSCE Standard 2.1).

Note: Expectations U3.3.1 — U3.3.5 address content that was introduced in Grade 5,
but asks for explanation and analysis at a higher level than expected in Grade 5. They
are included here to support an in-depth discussion of the historical and philosophical
origins of constitutional government in the United States.

8 -U3.3.1 Explain the reasons for the adoption and subsequent failure of the
Articles of Confederation.

Examples may include but are not limited to: why its drafters created a weak
central government, challenges the nation faced under the Articles, Shay’s Rebellion,
conflicts over western lands.

8 - U3.3.2 Identify economic, political, and cultural issues facing the nation during
the period of the Articles of Confederation and the opening of the Constitutional
Convention.

8 - U3.3.3 Describe the major issues debated at the Constitutional Convention,
including the distribution of political power among the states and within the
federal government, the conduct of foreign affairs, commerce with tribes, rights
of individuals, the election of the executive, and the enslavement of Africans as a
regional and federal issue.

8 - U3.3.4 Explain how the new Constitution resolved (or compromised) the
major issues, including sharing and separation of power and checking of power
among federal government institutions; dual sovereignty (state-federal power);
rights of individuals; the Electoral College; the Three-Fifths Compromise; the Great
Compromise; and relationships and affairs with tribal nations.

8 - U3.3.5 Analyze the debates over the ratification of the Constitution from the
perspectives of Federalists and Anti-Federalists and describe how the states ratified
the Constitution.

8 - U3.3.6  Explain how the Bill of Rights reflected the concept of limited
government, protection of basic freedoms, and the fear among many Americans of a
strong central government.

8 - U3.3.7 Use important ideas and documents to describe the philosophical
origins of constitutional government in the United States with an emphasis on
the following ideals: social contract, limited government, natural rights, right
of revolution, separation of powers, bicameralism, republicanism, and popular
participation in government.

Michigan K-12 Social Studies Standards v 6/19 MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



Examples may include but are not limited to: the Mayflower Compact, Iroquois
Confederacy, Common Sense, Declaration of Independence, Northwest Ordinance,
Federalist Papers.

U4 USHG ERA 4 - EXPANSION AND REFORM (1792-1861)

Individually and collaboratively, students will engage in planned inquiries to investigate
the territorial expansion of the United States between 1801-1861, how the Industrial
Revolution, the rapid expansion of slavery, and the westward movement changed the
lives of Americans and led toward regional tensions, and the sources and character of
cultural, religious, and social reform movements during the antebellum period.

U4.1 Challenges to an Emerging Nation

Analyze the challenges the new federal government faced and the roles of political and
social leaders in meeting those challenges.

8-U4.1.1 Washington’s Farewell — use President George Washington’s farewell
address to analyze Washington’s perspective on the most significant challenges the
new nation faced.

Examples may include but are not limited to: deciding if and when to get
involved in foreign conflicts, the risk of political factions, establishing the limits of
executive power.

8-U4.1.2 Establishing America’s Place in the World - assess the changes in
America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing the origins, intents, and
purposes of treaties.

Examples may include but are not limited to: The Jay Treaty (1795), French
Revolution, Pinckney’s Treaty (1795), Louisiana Purchase, War of 1812, and the
Monroe Doctrine.

8 - U4.1.3 Challenge of Political Conflict - examine the origins and intentions of
early American political parties, including how they emerged, who participated, and
what influenced their ideologies.

Examples may include but are not limited to: examine the competing ideas,
experiences, and fears of Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton (and their
followers), despite the worries the Founders had concerning the dangers of political
division, by analyzing disagreements over relative power of the national government,
the Whiskey Rebellion, Alien and Sedition Acts, foreign relations, economic policy,
the creation of a national bank, assumption of revolutionary debt.

8 - U4.1.4  Establishing a National Judiciary and its Power — use Marbury v.
Madison to explain the development of the power of the Supreme Court through the
doctrine of judicial review.
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U4.2 Regional and Economic Growth

Describe and analyze the nature and impact of territorial, demographic, and economic
growth in the first three decades of the new nation, using maps, charts, and other
evidence.

8 -U4.2.1 Comparing the Northeast and the South - compare and contrast
the social and economic systems of the Northeast, the South, and the Western
Frontier (Kentucky, Ohio Valley, etc.) with respect to geography, climate, and the
development of:

e agriculture, including changes in productivity, technology, supply and demand,
and price.

¢ industry, including the entrepreneurial development of new industries, such as
textiles.

e the labor force, including labor incentives and changes in labor forces.

e transportation, including changes in transportation (steamboats and canal
barges) and the impact on economic markets and prices.

e immigration and the growth of nativism.
e race relations.
e class relations.

8 - U4.2.2 The Institution of Slavery - explain the ideology of the institution of
slavery, its policies, and consequences.

8 - U4.2.3  Westward Expansion — analyze the annexation of the west through
the Louisiana Purchase, the removal of Indigenous Peoples from their ancestral
homelands, the Mexican-American War, the growth of a system of commercial
agriculture, and the idea of Manifest Destiny.

Examples may include but are not limited to: The Indian Removal Act of 1830
(the Trail of Tears, the Trail of Death), the Treaty of Chicago (1833), the Treaty of
Fort Wayne (1809).

8 - U4.2.4 Consequences of Expansion — develop an argument based on evidence
about the positive and negative consequences of territorial and economic expansion

on Indigenous Peoples, efforts to maintain and sustain the institution of slavery, and
the relations between free and slave-holding states.

U4.3 Reform Movements
Analyze the growth of antebellum American reform movements.
8 -U4.3.1 Explain the origins of the American education system.

Examples may include but are not limited to: the contributions of Benjamin
Franklin, Benjamin Rush, Noah Webster, and Horace Mann.

Michigan K-12 Social Studies Standards v 6/19 MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



8 - U4.3.2 Describe the formation and development of the abolitionist movement
by considering the roles of key abolitionist leaders and the response of southerners
and northerners to the abolitionist movement.

Examples may include but are not limited to: John Brown and the armed
resistance, Harriet Tubman, the Underground Railroad, Sojourner Truth, Maria
Stewart, William Lloyd Garrison, and Frederick Douglass.

8 - U4.3.3 Analyze the antebellum women’s rights (and suffrage) movement by
discussing the goals of its leaders and comparing primary source documents from
this era to the Declaration of Independence.

Examples may include but are not limited to: Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton; the Declaration of Sentiments, Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s Address on
Women'’s Rights (September 1848).

8 - U4.3.4 Analyze the goals and effects of the antebellum temperance
movement.

8 - U4.3.5 Investigate the role of religion in shaping antebellum reform
movements.

Examples may include but are not limited to: differences in beliefs by different
denominations of Christianity.

U5 USHG ERA 5 - CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION (1850-1877)

Individually and collaboratively, students will engage in planned inquiries to understand
the causes, course, and character of the Civil War and its effects on people, as well as
how various Reconstruction plans succeeded or failed.

U5.1 The Coming of the Civil War

Analyze and evaluate the early attempts to abolish or contain slavery and to realize
the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.

8 - U5.1.1 Compare the differences in the lives of free black people (including
those who escaped from slavery) with the lives of free white people and enslaved
people.

8 - U5.1.2 Describe the impact of the Northwest Ordinance on the expansion of
slavery.

Examples may include but are not limited to: the establishment of free states,
including Michigan, as a result of the Northwest Ordinance.

8 - U5.1.3 Describe the competing views of John C. Calhoun, Daniel Webster, and
Henry Clay on the nature of the union among the states.

Examples may include but are not limited to: sectionalism, nationalism,
federalism, state rights.
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8 - U5.1.4 Draw conclusions about why the following increased sectional tensions:
e the Missouri Compromise (1820).

e the Wilmot Proviso (1846).

e the Compromise of 1850, including the Fugitive Slave Act.

e the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) and subsequent conflict in Kansas.

e the Dred Scott v. Sandford decision (1857).

e changes in the party system.

Examples may include but are not limited to: the death of the Whig party, rise
of the Republican party, and division of the Democratic party.

8 - U5.1.5 Describe the resistance of enslaved persons and effects of their actions
before and during the Civil War.

Examples may include but are not limited to: Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman and
the Underground Railroad, Michigan’s role in the Underground Railroad.

8 - U5.1.6 Describe how major issues debated at the Constitutional Convention,
such as disagreements over the distribution of political power, rights of individuals
(liberty and property), rights of states, the election of the executive, and slavery,
help explain the Civil War.

U5.2 Civil War

Evaluate the multiple causes, key events, and complex consequences of the Civil War.

8 - U5.2.1 Discuss the social, political, economic, and cultural reasons for
secession.

8 - U5.2.2 Make an argument to explain the reasons why the North won the Civil
War by considering the following:

e critical events and battles in the war.
e the political and military leadership of the North and South.

e respective advantages and disadvantages of each side, including geographic,
demographic, economic, and technological.

8 - U5.2.3 Examine Abraham Lincoln’s presidency with respect to:

¢ his military and political leadership.

the evolution of his emancipation policy (including the Emancipation
Proclamation).

The role of his significant writings and speeches, including the Gettysburg
Address and its relationship to the Declaration of Independence.
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8 - U5.2.4  Describe the role of African-Americans in the war, including black
soldiers and regiments, and the increased resistance of enslaved people.

8 - U5.2.5 Construct generalizations about how the war affected combatants,
civilians (including the role of women and Indigenous Peoples), the physical
environment, and the future of warfare, including technological developments.

U5.3 Reconstruction

Using evidence, develop an argument regarding the character and consequences of
Reconstruction.

8 - U5.3.1 Compare the different positions concerning the reconstruction of
Southern society and the nation, including the positions of President Abraham
Lincoln, President Andrew Johnson, Republicans, Democrats, and African-Americans.

8 - U5.3.2 Describe the early responses to the end of the Civil War by describing:
e the policies of the Freedmen’s Bureau.

e the restrictions placed on the rights and opportunities of freedmen, including
racial segregation and Black Codes.

8 - U5.3.3 Describe the new role of African-Americans in local, state, and federal
government in the years after the Civil War and the national and regional resistance
to this change, including the Ku Klux Klan.

8 - U5.3.4 Analyze the intent and the effect of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and
Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution.

8 - U5.3.5 Explain the decision to remove Union troops from the South in 1877
and investigate its impact on Americans.

U6 USHG ERA 6 — THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN INDUSTRIAL, URBAN, AND
GLOBAL UNITED STATES (1870-1930)

Grade 8 begins to address trends and patterns in the last half of the 19th century,
through 1898.

U6.1 America in the Last Half of the 19th Century

Analyze the major changes in communication, transportation, demography, and urban
centers, including the location and growth of cities linked by industry and trade, in the
last half of the 19th century. The purpose of this section is to introduce some of the
major changes in American society and the economy in the last part of the 19th century.
This era will be addressed in depth and with greater intellectual sophistication in the high
school U.S. History and Geography content expectations.
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8 - U6.1.1 America at Century’s End - compare and contrast the United States in
1800 with the United States in 1898, focusing on similarities and differences in:

territory.

population.

systems of transportation.

governmental policies promoting economic development.
economic change.

the treatment of African-Americans.

the policies toward Indigenous Peoples.

Examples may include but are not limited to:

Territory: the size of the United States and land use.

Population: immigration, reaction to immigrants, the changing demographic
structure of rural and urban America.

Systems of transportation: canals, railroads, etc.

Governmental policies: promoting economic development, tariffs, banking, land
grants, mineral rights, the Homestead Act.

Economic change: industrialization, increased global competition, the impact of
conditions of farmers and industrial workers.

Policies toward African-Americans: the rise of segregation as endorsed by the
Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson, the response of African-Americans.

Policies toward Indigenous Peoples: the Dawes Act of 1887, the response of
Indigenous Peoples.

U6.2 Investigation Topics and Issue Analysis (P2)

Use the historical perspective to investigate a significant historical topic from U.S.
History Eras 3-6 that also has significance as an issue or topic in the United States

today.

8 - U6.2.1 U.S. History Investigation Topic and Issue Analysis, Past and Present
- use historical perspectives to analyze issues in the United States from the

past and the present; conduct research on a historical issue or topic, identify a
connection to a contemporary issue, and present findings (e.g., oral, visual, video,
or electronic presentation, persuasive essay, or research paper); include causes
and consequences of the historical action and predict possible consequences of the
contemporary action.
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Examples of Investigation Topics and Questions (and examples from U.S.
history): Balance of Power — how has the nation addressed tensions between state
and federal governmental power? (e.g., Articles of Confederation, U.S. Constitution,
states’ rights issues, secession, others). Liberty versus Security — how has the
nation balanced liberty interests with security interests? (e.g., Alien and Sedition
Acts, suspension of habeas corpus during the Civil War). The Government and Social
Change - how have governmental policies, the actions of reformers, and economic
and demographic changes affected social change? (e.g., abolitionist movement,
women’s movement, Reconstruction policies). Movement of People — how has the
nation addressed the movement of people into and within the United States? (e.g.,
Indigenous Peoples, immigrants).

PUBLIC DISCOURSE, DECISION MAKING, AND CIVIC PARTICIPATION (P3, P4)

P3.1 Identifying and Analyzing Issues, Decision Making, Persuasive
Communication About a Public Issue, and Civic Participation

8 -P3.1.1 Identify, research, analyze, discuss, and defend a position on a
national public policy issue.

e identify a national public policy issue.
e clearly state the issue as a question of public policy orally or in written form.

e use inquiry methods to trace the origins of the issue and to acquire data about
the issue.

e generate and evaluate alternative resolutions to the public issue and analyze
various perspectives (causes, consequences, positive and negative impact) on
the issue.

e identify and apply Democratic Values or Constitutional Principles.

e share and discuss findings of research and issue analysis in group discussions
and debates.

e compose a persuasive essay justifying the position with a reasoned argument.
e develop an action plan to address or inform others about the issue.
P4.2 Civic Participation
Act constructively to further the public good.

8 -P4.2.1 Demonstrate knowledge of how, when, and where individuals would
plan and conduct activities intended to advance views in matters of public policy,
report the results, and evaluate effectiveness.

8 -P4.2.2 Engage in activities intended to contribute to solving a national or
international problem studied.

8 -P4.2.3 Participate in projects to help or inform others.



